BDSM and Iowa Law
What are we up against?
http://www.legis.state.ia.us/IowaLaw.html
http://www.freespeechcoalition.com/ChillInTheAir.htm
http://www.freespeechcoalition.com/pdf/70FR29607%202%20.pdf 
National Legislature …. War on Porn
1. Regulation 2765
a. Child Protection and Obscenity Enforcement Act of 1988
i. Intent was to protect children against sexual exploitation
ii. Record keeping required for all “performers” in digital or analog formats
iii. Society has the opinion that pornographers are more likely to be pedophiles. 
iv. Many website owners have chosen to remove their content as even non visual content is being prosecuted. 
(1) Shawnee’s http://shawneedsm.home.mchsi.com 

(2) Midori’s www.beautybound.com 

(3) Lord Suttle’s www.leatherquest.com
2. Commutation Decency Act II
a. Sequel to Communication Decency Act

b. First Act was deemed unconstitutional

c. This one has more bite
Iowa Law and BDSM

3. Definitions
a. Assault
i. Intent to cause pain or injury to; coupled with ability
ii. Intent to place another in fear of immediate physical contact; coupled with ability
iii. Points firearm or displays dangerous weapon in threatening manner

b. Domestic Abuse
i. Assault between family or household members residing together

ii. Assault between spouses or divorced couple not residing together

iii. Assault between persons that are parents to the same child

iv. Assault between persons who had resided together in the last year

v. Assault between persons who are in an intimate relationship within the last year

c. Intimate Relationship 

i. Court considers 
(1) Duration of the relationship

(2) Frequency of interaction

(3) Whether the relationship has been terminated

(4) Nature of the relationship (sexual, expectation, romantic)
d. Domestic Abuse Assault
i. Assault in which Domestic Abuse is 1, 2, 3, or 4.
e. Prostitution
i. A person who sells or offers for sale the person’s services as a partnet in a sex act.
f. Sex Act or Sexual Activity
i. Sexual contact between two or more persons
(1) Penetration of penis into vagina or anus

(2) Contact between the mouth and genitalia

(3) Contact between the genitalia of one and genitalia of another

(4) Or by the use of artificial sexual organs or substitutes in contact with genitalia or anus

4. Is there HOPE for us?
a. Assault vs Sports Contact

i. Provided that where the person doing any of the above enumerated acts, and such other person, are voluntary participants in a sport, social or other activity, not in itself criminal, and such act is a reasonable foreseeable incident of such sport or activity, and does not create an unreasonable risk of serious injury or breach of the peach, the act shall not be assault.
5. HOWEVER……

a. Collier vs. State

i. Pimp and Prostitute

ii. Legislature did not intend sadomasochistic activity to be a “sport, social, or other activity” under Iowa Code 708.1.

b. Massachusetts – Consent is not a defense

c. California – Consent is not a defense

6. At play parties
a. Don’t answer the door.  Let the host do that.

b. Don’t invite anyone in.  This is the host’s responsibility.

c. Don’t make enough noise you can be heard from the street.

d. Keep a wrap handy for wrapping naked bodies.

e. Keep a quick “escape” for cuffs, bondage, etc.

f. Remember, be POLITE to police.  Answer ONLY what they ask of you, NOT your perception of what they asked.  Don’t offer unsoliticited information.
