Shawnee's Tips on Making Leather Floggers

Required Materials:

3-4 oz Chap Split Suede, 36" square

Wooden Doll, 6.5" Long, 3/8" to 1/2" Diameter

Wiffle Golf Ball

Sharp Cutter

Cutting Surface

Glue Gun

20' of Leather Buckstitch Lace

Contact Cement

Optional Materials:

Rotary Cutter

Cutting Board

Jerry Striper

Lace Maker

Exacto Knife

Leather Braiding Book

1. Instructions:

a. Cut Bulk Hide

2. Cut out a section of chap suede 18" wide by 24" long.

a. Create Flogger Tails

3. Cut chap suede in strips of 3/8" wide and 18" long, leaving 5" at the top uncut.  This will produce a piece of leather connected at the top, then fringed at the bottom.  You can use the Jerry striper to do this.

a. Cut Dowel

4. Cut dowel length of handle plus about 1".  In most cases, this will be about 6.5" long.

a. Glue Hide to Dowel

b. Coat the outside of the dowel and the inside of the UNCUT leather with contact cement.  Allow the pieces to become tacky. 

c. Align the bottom of the dowel and the edge of the leather where the cut meets the uncut section.  Starting at one edge, roll the leather over the dowel.  

d. Where leather meets leather and both surfaces are not coated with contact cement, coat and continue to roll.  Be sure not to let the contact cement extend beyond the end of the last edge of leather.  

5. The goal is never to have contact cement exposed on the finished outside of the leather.

a. Attach Wiffle Golf Ball

b. Cut a hole in the bottom of a wiffle ball big enough to stick the end of the dowel through.

6. Secure wiffle ball to dowel by filling wiffle chamber with hot melt glue.  Do not get any glue on the leather.

a. Cover Flogger Head

b. Cut a circular section of leather to fit over wiffle ball.

c. Wet leather and stretch over golf ball.

d. Fit leather over wiffle ball by cutting triangles out of the outside edges.  

e. Glue leather to wiffle ball with hot melt gun.  Take care not to get glue on top of flogger head as this will show when the flogger is completed.

f. Attach Handle

7. Attach a Braided handle, 12" long to two sides of the flogger head where the wiffle ball meets the dowel wrap.

a. Herringbone Handle

b. Cut strips 3/4" wide and 22" long.

c. Attach strips to flogger 3" above top of wiffle ball

d. Complete Herringbone pattern

e. Trim top strips at junction of wiffle ball and handle.

f. Trim bottom strips at junction of handle and tails.

8. Hot glue Herringbone ends to whip handle.  Be careful not to get any hot glue to be exposed to finished leather.

9. Five Bite Turks' Head Knot

a. Attach five bight Turks' head knot diagram to base of flogger where Herringbone runs into tails.

b. Use dressmaker's pins to establish pivot points.

c. Follow diagram, going under the lace each time you cross a dot.

d. Remove diagram and tighten lace to cover transition between Herringbone and tails.
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Hot glue beginning and ending down while under a crossing lace.

10. Six Bite Turks' Head Knot

a. Attach six bight Turks' head knot diagram to base of flogger where Herringbone meets wiffle ball.

b. Use dressmaker's pins to establish pivot points, using two of the handle attachment points as pivot points.

c. Follow diagram, going under the lace each time you cross a dot.

d. Remove diagram and tighten lace to cover transition between Herringbone and flogger head.
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Hot glue ends down while under a crossing lace.

