“To Safeword, or Not to Safeword”

What is the definition of a safeword?


“Codes agreed upon by the partners in an SM scene” (http://www.queernet.org/deviant/ssethics.htm#Consent) 

Where do safewords come from?

SM Player’s Credo: - Safe, Sane, Consensual (Trevor Jacques 1993, On the Safe Edge: A Manual for SM Play)

Safe - All players have taken the necessary precautions to prevent psychological and physical damage to themselves, including the transmission of disease. 

Sane - All players are in full possession of their mental faculties and are fully aware of the risks involved in the play they intend. 

Consensual - All players fully understand the potential risks of their intended play and have consented to the activities. This consent can be withdrawn or modified by any player at any time.  

Why do we use safewords?


New play partners


Sense of security


Communicate current status (good, bad, numb, etc.)


Slow or move current play location or activity


Stop or temporarily halt play

What are examples of safewords?


Red, Yellow, Green (Kelly Fucking Green)


Top’s first name


Bottom’s first name


Mercy


Cruel


A word not likely to be used during a scene

What are examples of safewords that most people would advise against?


No


Don’t


Stop


Whip (or other toy name)


Mistress, Master, Daddy, Sir, Ma’am, etc.

Are “safewords” always words?  

When would you choose a non-verbal “safeword”?


Gagged


Mummified


Particular communication of submissive is non-verbal in subspace

What are some examples of non-verbal “safewords”?


Dropping bell, keys, other noisy item


Hand movements


Finger click/snap


Dropping ball

Why would people refuse to use/have safewords?


Pride


Trying to impress Top


Personal comfort level with play partner


Part of their negotiated limits


Personal preference


Perceived as “topping from the bottom”

