What's Your Flavor of BDSM?

1. "Just Passin' Through…" 

a. "Fly by Night"

b. Wants to find out what this is about

c. Shows up once, decides this isn't what they wanted

d. Never see them again

e. Advice - be warm and friendly, show we are real people with real jobs, and real lives

2. Internet Players

a. Never gets out in public

b. Limited exposure to information except internet

c. Might have personal issues regarding being outted (significant other, job, multiple relationships, family)

d. Great place to begin

e. "The Internet is your reality until you are ready to make the first step to change your reality."  Goddess Lakshima

f. Advice - Remember that many of us started there.  Allow them to come out to the world in there own time and with their own comfort level

3. Spicy Vanillas 

a. Bedroom BDSM

b. Limited experience

c. Not interested in taking their BDSM out in public

d. Generally limit relationship to significant others

e. Advice - Spicy Vanillas are our link to the rest of the world.  They are the masses that help educate society that we are not sick.

f. Weekend Warriors

g. Hobbyists
h. Attend events occasionally

i. They Research, Learn, Experience, and Play as much as they have time, money, and energy.

j. May drop out occasionally if they burn out.

k. Advice - This is the core group of BDSM players, the largest in number.  They are educated, knowledgeable, and resourceful.  Seek them out for their specialties.

4. Lifestylists

a. Lives revolve around leather.

b. Attend as many leather events as financially possible.

c. Devote much of non-work time and energy to leather community or personal education.

d. Many personal friends and acquaintances belong to leather community.

e. Often shapes romantic relationships within community.

f. Advice - Make strong friendships with these people, they are going to be around for a long time.
