[image: image1.png]






W

elcome to DADG
DADG (Des Moines Area Discussion Group) is a non-profit organization.  We are a pansexual BDSM support group open to adults who are heterosexual, gay, lesbian, bisexual, or transgendered. 


History
DADG was started by Lady Nemesis; originally called DMAD or Des Moines Area Deviants.  She started the group in answer to the lack of munch groups local to the Des Moines area.  A list serve was set up for DMAD and the group would meet at restaurants to chat and spend time with like-minded folks.  The group grew quickly and Lady Nemesis felt the group needed more direction with people in charge who would lead the group with more focus; around 1998-1999 she stepped down and took a break from the group.  During that time the group underwent a name change and became DADG and had a three-person board.  Since then the group has grown further, created a larger board, and focused on providing education and fellowship for the local BDSM community. 

Vision/Mission Statement
Our primary goal is to promote ethical values and knowledge in the local BDSM community, through educational programs and by the general exchange of information. 

Our secondary goal is to provide a forum where people interested in BDSM may associate with one another and form friendships with BDSM as a common interest. 

What does DADG do?
DADG offers:

Once monthly munches in a semi-private location for members to come together in a non-threatening setting to meet and get to know each other.  Sometimes we'll have structured discussions, other times we'll just mingle and chat over good food. 

Dress code for munches--Dress the way you'd dress to go out with your family.  No overt fetish-wear, obvious collars, or leashes.  We're not out to non-consensually involve the public in our kink.

 

Once monthly bar meets in a public bar, location, date, and time will be announced on the DADG e-mail list.

 

Dress code for bar meets is similar to the munch dress code with a little more leeway as bars are not "family oriented" and one can dress up a little more.

Play parties offered by DADG or one of its members.  Some of these parties may have a fee for attendance; in this case the fee is used toward providing the play space and/or equipment.  Anything left over is used toward the group's expenses each year. 

CIDD-Central Iowa Dinner & Discussion
One of DADG's well-respected and longtime members, shawnee, hosts the once monthly Central Iowa Dinner and Discussion that is held on the third Saturday of every month.  Date, time, location, and topic are always announced on the e-mail list. 

The CIDD is a host-led, group discussion about topics pertinent to the BDSM community and lifestyle.

 

The dress code for the CIDD is similar to that for munches and/or bar meets.  It is held in a semi-private location with the only outside people entering the room being establishment wait staff. 

What happens at a play party?
Play parties are just as social as munches, you’ll find a lot of time is spent in conversation and socialization.
 

Dress code for a play party includes:  fetish wear, nothing at all, your favorite jeans and T-shirt, or anything in-between.  There is no specific dress code for play parties we just ask that attendees wait to put on fetish wear until inside so as to avoid drawing unwanted attention to the group/event.  There is no sex allowed at play parties, no penetration with toys, fingers, or other body parts, oral sex is also prohibited. 

 

This is a chance to watch others play or even play yourself and let your exhibitionist side come out.  It is also an opportunity to learn; at many play parties there is either a demonstration or a discussion of a topic relevant to BDSM relationships and specific types of play. 

There is no expectation that you have to play, you can choose to spend the night socializing and watching others play if you so desire.  If you see a toy or style of play that catches your interest, please respect the participants' space and wait until they're out of scene and aftercare to ask.  Most people are more than happy to show off their toys and talk about their favorite types of play.  Some will be more than happy to show you how to do a specific activity or give you pointers on how to make (or where to buy) a specific toy. 

 

There are designated dungeon monitors who will be responsible throughout the night to make sure all play is consensual and safe.  All edge play should be cleared through a DM prior to beginning the scene.  If you see something that concerns you, or appears unsafe, tell a DM and let them handle it, do not attempt to interfere in a scene yourself.  Remember, things aren't always as they appear and a particular kink is not wrong just because it upsets you.  If you find a scene that upsets you, remove yourself from the area. 


What if I meet someone I know at a DADG function? 

 

We all know this is a small world and this does sometimes happen.  It may be momentarily embarrassing for both of you but remember, you're in the same place for the same reason.

This is one of the reasons we ask all of our members to respect everyone's privacy.  Don't mention names when talking about group functions you've attended, online or in person, unless you've been given express permission by the person(s) you want to talk about to do so.

Confidentiality and Privacy Statement 

Confidentiality and respect for other members' privacy are extremely important within DADG. 

DADG members are expected to respect the privacy of other members.  This means that what happened at, and who attended, a play party, munch, bar meet, or other DADG function stays there.  Even if you're talking with another DADG member who wasn't able to attend the event, you must respect other members' right to privacy.  Do not mention them by name, do not describe them.  Of course you have the right to discuss what you did while at a DADG function but if it involves others; unless you have their permission, you should only mention them in general terms such as "a female dominant I know.."  

If you are not sure how to address someone out in public, ASK!  There may be times when you "run into" someone you know from the group in a vanilla setting.  If you do not know them well enough to know their real first name, err on the side of caution and do not approach them, especially if they are with family.  You can always speak with them at the next munch to find out how they would like you to handle the situation in the future.  

Not everyone is able to be out in their community, workplace, or even within their family.  The reasons some stay closeted are: children, family members who can't or won't understand, or ethics and moral behavior clauses at work.  Being outed, either accidentally or intentionally, can have a devastating effect; not only on the closeted person's life but on their family's lives as well.

For this reason, any member found to be outing other members will be banned from play parties and/or all group functions.  There will be no further warnings.  THIS is the warning.  Each DADG member will receive a copy of the confidentiality and respect statement upon joining the group and once monthly in an e-mail to the DADG list as a refresher; ignorance will not be an excuse.

The expectation of respecting members' privacy also extends to private e-mail.  One should ask on the e-mail list if it is okay to privately e-mail another member and then proceed to private e-mail if permission is granted.  All complaints of e-mail harassment can be sent to the List Master, Richard, or to a DADG board member, who will then follow up with the rest of the DADG board and the List Master.  Any member found to be harassing other members by private e-mail will be banned from the e-mail list.
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